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FUTURE AIRCRAFT MECHANICS – Nine of 10 Jamestown CAP 
Cadets show off their certificates of completion and log books 
following formal graduation from the Jamestown Community 
College Student Aircraft Mechanic Exploratory Program. Looking 
on are Lisa Lynde, back far left, and Richard J. Rupprech, back far 
right, both of the Chautauqua Region Community Foundation 
which  funded the program. (CAP Photo) 
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JAMESTOWN CADETS 
COMPLETE JCC A&P COOURSE 

 
JAMESTOWN, NY – Ten Jamestown Composite Squadron Civil Air 

Patrol (CAP) cadets recently completed an intensive aviation mechanics 
course through Jamestown Community College (JCC). 

 
The cadets, Dominic and Lucas Burkhart, Tyler Felt, Jacky Harvey, 

Gavin Isenberg, Marcus Luco, Jeffrey and Matthew Rupp, Jordan Seeley 
and Erica Snell, spent their weekends in October completing 15 hours of 
instruction in welding, aircraft and engine maintenance through JCC’s 
Student Exploratory Aircraft Mechanic Program.  

 
The graduation took place at the Chautauqua County Airport at 

Jamestown. 
 
''They learned to weld, they learned oxyacetylene, how to cut, how 

to braze, how to arc weld, how to do TIG welding and MIG welding,'' 
said CAP Maj. Edward Martiny, a Jamestown Composite Squadron 
Aerospace Education Officer. ''I think they were pretty turned on and 
encouraged.'' 

The program originated with CAP Capt. Joseph T. Minarovich. 
Minarovich, curator of the Lucile M. Wright Air Museum at the airport 
and retired FAA flight examiner, also helped launch JCC’s professional 
pilot program.  

The program is funded by the Chautauqua Region Community 
Foundation. It allows students, who otherwise might not receive 
opportunities such as those provided by CAP, to be granted them, 
Martiny said. 

''What's unique is that four of (the 10 Cadets) are homeschooled,'' 
Martiny said. ''Those kids would never get to experience any technology 
in the public schools, so thanks to the private funding from the 
Community Foundation, they were able to do this.'' 

Lisa Lynde, program director for CRCF, was present at the 
ceremony to congratulate the cadets. Lt. Col. Mike Montagna, former 
group commander, and Lt. Col. George Fillgrove, New York Wing 
Assistant Director of Aerospace Education, also congratulated the 
students, as did JCC director of aviation Richard J. Rupprecht. 



''I want to commend you for all that you've done in this class,'' Lt. 
Col. Fillgrove, New York Wing Assistant Director of Aerospace 
Education, told the cadets after they had received their certificates. ''I 
hope you take from this experience a greater love of aviation, a greater 
appreciation for the mechanics that are involved in making that 
airplane fly, and I hope that you are able to apply some of it to the 
various aerospace education materials that you study now on a regular 
basis.'' 

Graduating cadets received logbooks showing all the work they 
put in, signed by JCC professional piloting instructor Ron Ciura, who is 
also certified as an airplane and engine inspector by the Federal 
Aviation Administration.  

Rupprecht said the main goal of the program is get interested 
teens involved and engaged with the world of aviation as early as 
possible. 

“(Minarovich) has been a stalwart representative of aviation, and 
all he wants to do all the time is get young people involved in aviation in 
some way,'' Rupprecht said. “He has been the person who has been 
putting this program together for 15 or 20 years.'' 

----- 

ANNUAL WNY GROUP MILITARY BALL – The Annual 
Western New York  Group Military Ball will be held January, 22,  2011 at 
Salvatore’s Italian Gardens, 6461 Transit Road ( near Genesee Street), 
Depew, New York. Here’s the schedule: Cash Bar, 6 p.m.; Buffet, 7 p.m.; 
Awards, 8 p.m.; and dancing 9 p.m. to midnight. Tickets are a $28.00 
donation. Parents, Friends Cadets and Senior Members are welcome. The 
appropriate dress for the evening will be Mess Dress, Service Dress 
Uniform, or Blazer uniform.  Cadets may wear blue uniform shirts and 
ties instead of the service coat.  Female members may attend in uniform 
or appropriate evening dress.  Civilian dress is acceptable. Deadline for 
reservations is January 14. To make reservations, contact your squadron 
commander, Lt. Col. Charles Jones at 716-754-2005 or e-mail him at 
cbjones3@verizon.net, or Maj. Larry Skerker at 716-836-1190 or e-mail 
him at lskerker@yahoo.com. PLEASE NOTE: Special Hotel rates are 
available at Salvatores Garden Place. Call 716 635-9000 and tell 
them you are with CAP.  The rate is $79.00- King Suite and $99.00 
Jacuzzi Suite. Make reservations for a room now as space is limited. 

----- 
 
 



FLIGHT SCHOLARSHIP – Contributions are being for the 
Western New York Group Solo Flight Scholarship. A Solo Flight 
Scholarship has been awarded to a deserving cadet in the Western New 
York area since 1954.  The initial Scholarship was financed by a Newman 
family grant.  The Newman funds were exhausted in 1999 and members 
of the Western New York Group have provided the funds to keep the 
scholarship going. A selection board was held on December 4, 2010.   
The winner will be announced at the Western New York Group Military 
Ball at Salvatore’s Italian Gardens on Saturday  January 22, 2010. The 
value of the scholarship is $1000.00 For 2009, the solo flight scholarship 
of $1000 was awarded to Cadet Bronson McGee of the Jamestown 
squadron. Recipients of the Solo Flight Scholarship for 2008 were Cadet 
Devin Sampson and Cadet Matthew Czerniejewski. both of the Niagara 
Falls Composite Squadron. Contributions may be mailed to the Western 
New York Group Civil Air Patrol Headquarters at the address on this 
letterhead. Mark the contribution “solo fund”.  Your name will be added 
to the list of contributors in the solo book. Thank you for making this 
scholarship a continuing success 

----- 
 
CITATION -- Cessna Aircraft Co. has launched the Citation Ten, 

a larger, advanced version of the Citation X. The new jet, which also 
mareks the debut of the Garmin G5000 avionics suite, will be powered by 
a pair of Rolls-Royce AE 3007C2 high-flow-fan turbines, each rated at 
7,034 pounds of thrust. The first flight of the Citation Ten will be in late 
2011 with delivery in 2013, according to company officials. Cessna is 
also celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the Caravan. The 2,000th aircraft 
was recently delivered.   

----- 
 
ELECTRIC AIRCRAFT – Three flight competitions and an 

electric aircraft innovation award will showcase electric flight during the 
EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 2011. Cash prizes of $60,000 will be awarded 
to winners in each category, as well as an Overall Electric Flight 
Competition. Prizes and support for the competition come courtesy of 
four companies that are active in the sport aviation community: Wicks 
Aircraft Supply, Dynon Avionics, Aircraft Spruce & Specialty, and 
AeroLEDs, according to EAA officials. The first competition will test 
which aircraft can be kept aloft for the longest period of time. Second is 
the time-to-climb contest, which will use Dynon measuring equipment. 
The final competition will be to measure the maximum speed of each 
aircraft. First Place winners will each receive $10,000. The winner of the 
“Overall Electric Flight Competition,” based on the highest cumulative 
score, will get $20,000. 



 
------ 

LIGHT SPEED HONORS CAP – In April, the newly formed 
Lightspeed Aviation Foundation announced the twenty aviation-related 
charities that had been nominated to receive $10,000 grants during 
2010. Since then more than 20,000 pilots have cast their votes for their 
favorite, with all funds coming from the Lightspeed Aviation Corporation. 
The five receiving the most votes were Angel Flight Southeast/Mercy 
Flight Southeast, the Civil Air Patrol, JAARS, Mission Aviation 
Fellowship, and the Ninety-Nines.  
 

Angel Flight/Southeast/Mercy Flight Southeast -- are non- 
profit volunteer pilot organizations coordinate free air transportation for 
children and adults with medical or compelling humanitarian needs in 
five southeastern states. Private aircraft is provided for patients to 
distant medical facilities when commercial service is not available, 
impractical or simply not affordable. 

 
The CAP -- Founded in 1941, the Civil Air Patrol operates as an 

all-volunteer civilian auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force when performing 
service for the federal government. Today the non-profit corporation 
develops our nation’s youth through Cadet programs, provides aerospace 
education and responds to local, state and national emergencies. 

 
JAARS -- For more than 60 years, JAARS aviation has provided 

safe, dependable flight services to Bible translators and support 
personnel in locations that would otherwise remain inaccessible. The 
organization operates 27 aircraft in five countries and provides 
transportation and supplies to more than 200 translation programs. 
Mission Aviation Fellowship Using aviation and technology, Mission 
Aviation Fellowship meets the physical and spiritual needs of isolated 
people in 42 countries. It is an indispensable partner and servant to 
Christian organizations and other agencies in providing evangelism, 
medical assistance, disaster response and community development. 

 
The Ninety-Nines -- In 1929, ninety-nine women pilots joined to 

provide mutual support and advancement of aviation. It has continued to 
expand, and today the international organization promotes world 
fellowship through flight, provides networking and scholarship 
opportunities for women and aviation education in our communities. 

 
In addition to these awards, in January, 2011, the Lightspeed 

Aviation Foundation will issue checks to all twenty nominees. These 
funds will come from gifts designated by new Lightspeed product 
purchasers at the time they register their product. Based in Lake 



Oswego, Oregon, since 1996, Lightspeed Aviation has emerged as the 
innovation leader in aviation headsets for the professional or general 
aviation pilot. From comfort, clarity, technological advances to customer 
support, Lightspeed Aviation and its signature headset Zulu, have 
become the premium standard. 

------ 
 
COMMERCIAL SPACE FLIGHT – VSS (Virgin Spaceship) 

“Enterprise – also known as “Spaceship Two” – owned by Richard 
Branson’s Virgin Galactic Co., completed two unpowered glide tests in 
mid-October. The spacecraft was released by its launching aircraft, 
WhiteKnightTwo, at altitudes of 45,000 feet. Under the control of Pilot 
Mark Stucky and Co-pilot Mike Alsbury, the crew spent 11 minutes both 
times testing systems, followed by high altitude approaches and landings 
at the Mojave Air and Space Port, Calif. Both spacecraft and the launch 
aircraft were built by Burt Rutan’s Scaled Composites Company. Videos 
of the flights can be found on the Virgin Galactic website, 
www.virgin.galactic.com.  
 

------ 
 

NEW AIR FORCE MOTTO – Air Force leadership recently 
approved a new official motto that combines two well know Air 
Force-related phrase from the 1970s. The new motto, “Aim 
High…Fly, Fight, Win,” will gradually be incorporated into Air Force 
presentations, correspondence, materials and training courses. 

 
------ 

 
SPACECRAFT RECOVERY — SpaceX said it became the first 

commercial company in history to recover a spacecraft from orbit with 
December’s successful flight of its Dragon vehicle, company officials said 
recently. "There's so much that can go wrong and it all went right," said 
Elon Musk, SpaceX CEO. The company's Falcon 9 rocket carried Dragon 
into space from Cape Canaveral AFS, Fla., during a demonstration flight 
for NASA's Commercial Orbital Transportation Services program. COTS 
seeks to develop a commercial means of supplying the International 
Space Station. The Dragon capsule orbited Earth, re-entered the Earth's 
atmosphere, and then safely splashed down in the Pacific Ocean several 
hours later, according to NASA. "This is really an amazing 
accomplishment for SpaceX," said Alan Lindenmoyer, NASA's 
Commercial Crew and Cargo program manager. Airmen of the 45th 
Space Wing supported the launch. 
 

 



     
 
NER SAFETY POLICY — The mission is paramount…and 

safety is inextricably linked to mission accomplishment. The 
hallmarks of a world-class flying and emergency services 
organization are discipline, obedience, and precise execution. 
Discipline includes adherence to the law, regulations, standards, 
checklists and organizational procedures. Obedience is loyalty to 
the organization to its core values. Safety can not be bypassed for 
the sake of convenience. Leaders at every level are charged with 
enforcing existing standards and ensuring everyone applies sound 
risk management in instances not specifically covered by the rules. 
Commanders and supervisors will be held accountable for 
compliance. LEADERSHIP…ENFORCEMENT…ACCOUNTABILITY. 
Established by Col. Robert Diduch, then Northeast Region 
Commander and now NHQ Director of Safety, this policy is effective 
immediately and will continue in effect until further notice. All 
members must read and understand this policy. It is to be 
incorporated into all new members’ Level 1 training. Also, it must be 
reviewed with each member when a CAP Vehicle Operator’s Permit 
is issued, and when a CAPF 5 and CAPF 91 checkride is given.  

 
SUBMISSIONS WELCOME – If your squadron has an item 

of interest for the group newsletter, please e-mail me at 
flyboy@flmtgif.org. Thanks to the EAA, AOPA, Lightspeed Aviation 
Foundation, Col. Robert Diduch, Lt. Col. Charles Jones, Lt. Col. 
George Fillgrove, Maj. Larry Skerker, and Maj. Ellen Maternowski for 
contributions to this issue. 


