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WNY GROUP HERO – Second Lt. Michael E. Seeley, Safety 
Officer, Jamestown Composite Squadron NY-402, receives the CAP 
Certificate of Recognition for Life Saving from Maj. Larry Skerker, 
Western New York Group Commander, recently at the Group 
Military Ball.  Lieutenant Seeley distinguished himself by heroic 
action in the saving of a human life, June 27, 2011, onboard an 
airborne U.S. Airways flight en route to Charlotte, N.C., from 
Aruba. As a licensed Emergency Medical Technician, Lieutenant 
Seeley found himself to be the first responder when an elderly 
passenger suffered what was later confirmed by medical personnel 
as a minor heart attack and was initially unconscious. (CAP 
photo by Lt. Col. George Fillgrove) 
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Jamestown Safety Officer Honored 
For Saving a Life  

 
By Capt. Carolynn Fillgrove 
Group PAO 
 

NIAGARA FALLS ARB – A Jamestown Squadron Senior 
Member was recently honored at the Western New York Group 
Military Ball for saving a life. 

 
Second Lt. Michael E. Seeley, CAP, distinguished himself by 

heroic actions in the saving of a human life June 27, 2011, 
onboard an airborne U.S. Airways Flight en route to Charlotte, 
N.C., from Aruba.  

 
When an elderly passenger suffered a minor heart attack 

and was unconscious, Lieutenant Seeley, a licensed Emergency 
Medical Technician, found himself to be the first responder.  
The lieutenant assessed the patient, administered oxygen, and 
stabilized him. Then using limited first aid supplies (a blood 
pressure cuff), he improvised with an iPod ear piece to make a 
broken stethoscope functional. With these tools, he continued to 
monitor the patient’s blood pressure, heart, and lung sounds 
throughout the rest of the flight.  

 
When the patient became responsive, Lieutenant Seeley 

helped move  him to another area of the airplane to permit the 
man to lie down with his feet slightly elevated. Once there, the 
patient's vital signs improved slightly and he was given orange 
juice in moderation. Because changes in position resulted in 
diminished vital signs, the lieutenant instructed the patient to 
remain lying on the floor for the remainder of the flight.  

 
Although the patient showed slight improvement, the flight 

was given medical emergency priority status direct to Charlotte. 
With the lieutentant's continued assistance, the patient 
remained stable for the rest of the flight. Upon arrival, the 
patient was transferred to paramedics who took over care.  

 
A Chautauqua County Sheriff’s Deputy, Lieutenant Seeley 

joined the Civil Air Patrol in 2010 and is currently assigned as 



the Jamestown Composite Squadron’s Safety Officer.  Among his 
other awards are the Membership Ribbon and the Yeager Award. 

----- 

WNY GROUP MILITARY BALL – Niagara Falls Composite 
Squadron Cadets and Senior Members sweep the honors at the Annual 
Western New York Military Ball in January.  

 
This is a summary of the Western New York Group’s annual 

Military Ball held at Salvatore’s Italian Garden on 21January 2012.  The 
Ball was to recognize activities and accomplishments of members of the 
Western New York Group for the year 2011.   

 
There were 167 people in attendance. Thanks to all that attended 

and congratulations to the award winners.    
 
There was a New York Wing Command & Staff meeting held on 

Jan. 21, so the Wing Commander and his staff were not able to attend. 
 

The following special guests were in attendance: Lt. Col. Rolland 
Zavada, former New York Wing Chief Check Pilot & Director of 
Standardization & Evaluation; Lt. Col. James Pierson, New York Wing 
Aircraft Maintenance Officer; Lt. Col. George L. Fillgrove, New York Wing 
Assistant Director of Aerospace Education; and the Honorable Joel 
Giambra, former Erie County Executive. 
 

Southtowns Squadron provided the Color Guard.  Lt. Col. Paul 
Maze, Niagara Frontier Composite Squadron, was the Master of 
Ceremonies. Chaplain (Lt. Col.) Wood provided the invocation. Maj. Larry 
Skerker, Group Commander, made a few remarks to the group. The 
“Year in Review” was presented by Lt. Col. Charles Jones. 
 
 Here is a round-up of the awards: 
 

Senior Member Service Awards 
20 Years -- Capt. Thomas Joneson, Jamestown Composite Squadron 
20 Years -- Lt. Col. Ray Wienk, Dunkirk Flight 
25 Years – Lt. David Bennett, Niagara Frontier Senior Squadron 
 

Cadet awards 
(Presented by Maj. Randy Anger, WNY Group Cadet Programs 
Officer, with the assistance of Major Skerker.) 
 
CAP Achievement Award -- Cadet C/Chief Master Sgt. Travis Hansen, 
Jamestown Composite Squadron, received the CAP Achievement Award 



from WNY Group for his Aerospace Education display, a remote 
controlled aircraft, at the the Annual New York Wing Conference. 
 
Cadets that earned Milestone awards were recognized as follows: 
 

Mitchell Awards 
C/Lt. Patrick Conte, Niagara Falls Squadron; C/Lt. Seth Kozek, Niagara 
Falls Squadron; C/Lt. Catherine Murphy, TAK Squadron; C/Lt. Alexis 
Marth, TAK Squadron; C/Lt. William Rogers, Jamestown Squadron; 
C/Lt. Jeffrey Rupp, Jamestown Squadron; C/Lt. Matthew Rupp, 
Jamestown Squadron; and C/Lt. Jacob Smith, Southtowns Squadron.  
 

Earhart Award 
C/Capt. Raphael Torres, TAK Squadron. 

 
Eaker award 

C/Maj. Mary Zielonka, TAK Squadron. 
 

Solo Wings 
C/Second Lt. Scott Matner, TAK Squadron. 

 
Western New York Group Solo Flight Scholarship  

We were able to finance two Solo flight scholarship winners: C/Technical 
Sgt. Jonathan Goodwill, TAK Squadron and C/Senior Master Sgt. Aaron 
Roach, Niagara Falls Squadron. 
   

Western New York Group Cadet NCO of the Year  
C/Chief Master Sgt.  Colin Stutz, Niagara Falls Squadron. 

 
Western New York Group Cadet of the Year  

C/Maj. Megan MacDonald, Jamestown Squadron. 
 

Senior Awards 
CAP Achievement Awards: Capt. Carolynn Fillgrove, WNY Group, for 
PAO work. Maj. Robert Hull, Niagara Falls Squadron, for his years of 
Emergency Services and Communications Officer duties with the 
Western New York Group. 
 
Life Saving Certificate of Recognition: Second Lt. Michael Seeley, 
Jamestown Squadron.   
 
Staff Officer of The Year: Capt. Thomas Leach, TAK Squadron 
 
Senior of the year: Lt. Col. John Risio, Niagara Falls Squadron One 
Commander. 
 



Squadron of the Year: Niagara Falls (Composite) Squadron One. 
(Special thanks to Lt. Col. Charles Jones for all his help with the 
Military Ball and this summary. Photos are available upon request 
from the Group PAO.) 

----- 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE -- Some important eServices 
membership-related functions will be unavailable from April 1-April 5 
while the system is offline for an upgrade. Anyone whose membership is 
set to expire at the end of March should make plans to renew before 
then. Any new member or current member attempting to renew during 
the down period will not be able to renew or to participate in any CAP 
activity until full processing capabilities resume after April 5. In addition, 
no retirements, transfers or promotions can be processed, and neither 
personal information nor organizational contact information can be 
updated. WMIRS, CAP’s Web Mission Information Reporting System, will 
remain operational and accessible via eServices, but will be working from 
membership data current as of March 31. Testing applications – 
including safety, cadet online testing, and operations security – will 
remain operable as well, as will safety applications containing CAP Forms 
78 and 79, the duty assignment application, member search, and duty 
assignment reports. CAP apologizes in advance for any inconvenience 
this may cause and thanks members for their patience and 
understanding. Questions should be directed to mms@capnhq.gov . 

 
----- 

 
2012 ES EVENTS -- Below is the Wing ES Schedule for the 

remainder of Fiscal year 2012. Everyone is encouraged to schedule 
additional training throughout their groups: 

 
 
 
Thank you 

Darren J. Cioffi, Maj, CAP 
Director Emergency Services, New York Wing 

 
 
 
 
 

 
----- 

Date                Event                   Location                              Backup Date 
11 February       Wing                      All Available Bases                   12 February 
3-4 March          SARTAC    Mission Base School     NY Wing HQ 
10-11 March      Wing SAREX          All Available Bases                  17 March 
14 April             Wing SAREX          All Available Bases                    21 April 
16-17 June        SARTAC Air Mission School    Rome                                     
14 July              Wing SAREX          All Available Bases                   21 July 
10-12 Aug          WING GTE              All Available Bases            
16-21 Aug          SARTAC Ground School   Harriman State Park         
8-9 Sep              SARTAC Air Mission School      Long Island Group 
15 Sep               Wing SAREX           All Available Bases                    16 Sep 
 



CAP-TERS -- CAP has introduced a new satellite imaging 
program aligned with geography, as well as the information on airports 
found in Module 2 of Aerospace Dimensions. The Civil Air Patrol 
Teachers Educational Remote Sensing program (CAP-TERS) was 
developed in an effort to combine satellite imagery, an imagery viewer, 
and lesson plans into a single location for use in any educational setting. 
This program also offers teachers or Aerospace Education Officers a 
viable tool to teach geography and aerospace education in an interesting 
and relevant hands-on format. To find out about the program, go to the 
“AE: What’s New?” link on the AE Website, www.capmembers.com/ae.  

----- 

2012 AEROSPACE EDUCATION CONTEST -- Once again, 
we expect to have an Aerospace Education Display Contest at the Wing 
Conference in 2011.  The theme will be “ADAPTING AN AEX PROJECT.” 
 

We have found that projects from the AEX books can be very 
useful in attracting visitors to a CAP booth at a county fair, air show, or 
other public event.  For this purpose, it is not necessary to follow all the 
instructions in the AEX project.  The idea is to have members of the 
public actually doing the activity under the guidance of Cadets.  You 
could even plan your “display” as something to pack into a car and bring 
to a school or public library.  Both teachers and librarians often like to 
have such guests with interesting programs to present. 
 

In previous years, the displays could educate the public just by 
being there.  This year, they will have to be manned by people, preferably 
Cadets, who can show the spectators how to do the project and let them 
try doing it.  If knives or glue are needed, be sure to bring something to 
protect the table top.   
 

Each Group is entitled to submit one display.  It can be designed 
by a committee of Cadets and Seniors from several units within the 
Group or by Cadets and Seniors from one of the Squadrons to represent 
the Group.  
 

Because we do not want nine different versions of the same AEX 
project to turn up at the conference, we are asking you to let us know 
what your plans are as soon as you decide what you want to do.  Then 
we will notify the other groups that they can no longer choose that 
particular project.  Send an email to Lt Col Marilyn Rey at 
reynywg12345@verizon.net  
 



The 2012 Wing Conference is scheduled to be 4-6 May 2011 at 
Fort William Henry in Lake George, NY.   
 

------ 
 

ACE GOES AFROTC! – College-level AFROTC Arnold Air 
Society (AAS) and Silver Wings (SW) teams use the CAP ACE Program to 
mentor students in the Elementary STEM Orientation (ESO) Program 
and the Active America Program- College AAS and SW students are to be 
commended for their efforts to provide mentoring and motivation toward 
STEM subjects and careers to elementary students across the nation. 
Using the free curriculum and educational materials provided by CAP, 
these exemplary college students are making a difference in the lives of 
young students all across America. AAS and SW teams have worked in 
classrooms, in community-based youth organizational programs, and 
even their own community events to share the principles of flight, 
rocketry, and other aerospace concepts with elementary students. Their 
purpose? Expose young people toward much-needed STEM career paths 
via engaging and exciting aerospace activities. Using the CAP’s K-6 
Aerospace Connections in Education (ACE) program, the students can 
learn about aerospace concepts that also include character education 
and physical fitness components which help students focus on being 
healthy, honest, and highly-qualified future contributing citizens of our 
country. The AAS/SW Joint National Project this year is entitled Active 
America. CAP’s ACE Program’s physical fitness component is being used 
promote the Active America project. This program is endorsed and 
supported by the Air Force Association and CAP, so AFA chapters and/or 
CAP units should try to connect with these dynamic college students to 
help them promote the AE mission in AFA and CAP! For more 
information about how to work with an AAS/SW group, go to: 
http://arnold-air.org/joint-national-project/ and click on “Roster” to find 
an AAS unit or SW chapter near you. For more information, check out 
the ESO link at www.capmembers.com/afa and/or contact Susan Mallett 
at smallett@capnhq.gov. 

 
------ 

 
TEAM AMERICA ROCKETRY CHALLENGE 2012 -- The 

National Association of Rocketry (NAR) also offers scholarships to 
members between the ages of 17 and 22 who are attending a college or 
vocational school. NAR also offers a teacher or educator who uses model 
rocketry in the classroom to apply for a $500 grant to use for their 
program. Deadlines for applying for each of these are: May 1st for the 
Scholarships and June 1st for the Cannon Award (teacher grants). 
Both of these programs are ongoing. For details on how to apply, go to 



http://www.nar.org/cannon.html. NAR is working on developing a 
training and certification program aimed at providing primary and 
secondary teachers with the knowledge and skills needed to make use of 
model rockets in their classrooms. This will enhance the STEM curricula 
in the school. Those completing the NAR program will be recognized by 
the NAR as official “rocket teachers.” NAR needs input from teachers on 
what should be included in this program. NAR is also looking for a 
catchy name for this program. If you have any ideas on this please 
contact Jonathan Sivier at jsivier@illinois.edu.  

 
------ 

 
GPS III SATELLITES – The Air Force awarded Lockheed 

Martin a $238 million contract for production of Global Positioning  
System III satellites three and four. “The acquisition of the next two GPS 
III satellites at one time will allow the Lockheed-Martin-led team to 
maximize efficiencies in satellite manufacturing,” stated the company in 
a recent news release. With the first GPS III satellites schedule for launch 
in 2014, the new satellites will begin transmitting more accurate and 
jam-resistant signals than the GPS satellites currently in orbit, according 
to the company. USAF awarded the contract for one and two in May 
2008. Air Force Space Command boss Gen. William Shelton highlighted 
GPS III as a “model” of project cost and schedule discipline. 

 
------ 

 
JAMMIN GPS — There’s no way to operate a proposed 

commercial wireless broadband network alongside the Department of 
Defense’s (DoD) Global Positioning System (GPS) without significant 
interference, a joint government panel has ruled. Civilian 
telecommunications company LightSquared’s plan “would cause harmful 
interference to many GPS receivers,” and “there appear to be no practical 
solutions or mitigations” to allow the systems to operate side by side, 
asserted Deputy Defense Secretary Ashton B. Carter and Deputy 
Secretary of Transportation John D. Porcari. They are the co-chairs of 
the National Space-based Positioning, Navigation, and Timing Executive 
Committee. The unanimous conclusion was reached after “substantial 
federal resources” were expended in analyzing the company’s original 
plan and subsequent modifications, Carter recently stated in a letter to 
the Commerce Department’s communications chief. Analysis by the FAA 
added further clout to the findings. The FAA noted that LightSquared’s 
proposals “are not compatible with several GPS-dependent aircraft 
safety-of-flight systems.” Senior USAF space officials warned early on 
that the LightSquared network would likely cause significant jamming of 
and interference to GPS signals. Despite this specific case, Carter and 



Porcari said, “the Excom agencies continue to strongly support” the 
President’s aim to make spectrum available for civilian broadband use. 
Carter and Porcari proposed drafting “new GPS spectrum-interference 
standards that will help inform future proposals for nonspace, 
commercial uses in the bands adjacent to the GPS signals.” 

 
------ 

 
FIRST USAF WOMAN FOUR-STAR – Lt. Gen. Janet C. 

Wolfenbarger has been nominated to become a four star general and lead 
the Air Force Material Command (AFMC) at Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio, 
the Pentagon announced recently. If the Senate approves her 
nomination, she will become the Air Force’s first four-star general and 
will replace Gen. Donald Hoffman, who has led AFMC since November 
2008. Wofenbarger currently serves as the military deputy in the Air 
Force Secretariat’s acquisition office at the Pentagon. No stranger to 
AFMC, the general was vice commander from 2009 to 2011 and oversaw 
the B-2 System Program Office, the C-17 Systems Group, and had 
several roles with the F-22 program. A 1980 graduate of the Air Force 
Academy, Wolfenbarger began her career as a technical analyst with the 
Air Force Armament Center, Eglin AFB, Fla. 

 
----- 

 
DON’T BE SURPRISED – BE PREPARED -- The 

March/April 2012 issue of FAA Safety Briefing, now posted on the FAA 
Web site at http://1.usa.gov/SPANS , supports the great safety outreach 
efforts the FAA Safety Team (FAASTeam) is doing with its 3rd Annual 
FAASTeam Safety Standdown. While the main Standdown event is on 
March 31 in Lakeland, Fla., (in conjunction with the 2012 Sun ’n Fun 
International Fly-in and Expo), FAASTeam members around the country 
are hosting nearly 90 local Standdown events.  The articles in the 
March/April 2012 issue complement the Safety Standdown’s three 
central themes: Loss of Control, Aeronautical Decision-making, and 
Advanced Preflight. Articles on each of these critical areas provide 
important insight, tips and resources for improving general aviation 
safety. Other articles include an overview of this year's FAA Safety 
Forums at Sun ‘n Fun (pg. 4), a review of how allergy medications may 
impact your flying (pg. 7), and a look at “smart” autopilots for general 
aviation use (pg. 14).  In addition, the issue’s Nuts, Bolts, and Electrons 
department (pg. 27) looks at how to fine-tune your maintenance record 
entries, and Vertically Speaking (pg. 30) covers the importance of Single 
Pilot Resource Management (SPRM) for rotorcraft operations.  The link to 
the online edition is: http://1.usa.gov/SPANS  
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

      
Warm Weather Means Bicycle Safety 

According to the Center of Disease Control and Prevention, each year more 
than 500,000 people in the US are treated in emergency departments and more 
than 700 people die as a result of bicycle-related injuries. Although automobiles 
should always be on the lookout for bicyclists, it is important for bicyclists to 
remember the following tips to avoid collisions with automobiles and remain safe 
while riding a bicycle:  

• Wear a properly fitted bicycle helmet and make sure the bicycle is ready to 
ride by checking equipment  

• Avoid busy streets  
• Headlights and rear lights are extremely important, especially when riding 

at night  
• Take the whole lane when appropriate  
• Signal your turns  
• Rethink using portable music players or mobile phones. Stay alert at all 

times  
• Ride with the traffic flow and obey all traffic laws  
• Look before turning  
• Watch for parked cars  
• Never ride on a sidewalk or area that isn't designated for bicycles  
• Yield to traffic when appropriate  
• Be predictable. Ride in straight line, not in and out of cars. Signal your 

moves to others  
• See and be seen by wearing something bright, even during the day  
• Don't ride in an automobile's blind spot  
• Ride further left to hold your lane 

Remember that bicycle riders on public roads have the same rights and 
responsibilities as motorists and are subject to the same rules and regulations. 
(Air Force Safety Center) 

Remember - Safety never takes a holiday 

SUBMISSIONS WELCOME – If your squadron has an 
item of interest for the group newsletter, please e-mail me at 
flyboy53@verizon.net. Thanks to USAF Safety Center, FAAST 
Team, the Air Force Association, Judy Stone, NHQ CAP Aerospace 
Education, Lt. Col. Marilyn Rey, Lt. Col. Daniel A. Rogers, Lt. Col. 
Charlie Jones, Lt. Col. George Fillgrove, Maj. Larry Skerker, Maj. 
Darren J. Cioffi, and Maj. Ellen Maternowski for contributions to 
this issue. 

 
 


