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AT NY WING CONFERENCE 
NY STATE EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT TELLS  
CIVIL AIR PATROL IT'S PART OF THE TEAM 
 
LAKE GEORGE -- Noting that the "robust capability of the Civil Air Patrol" came to 
New York's attention in the wake of last year's Hurricane Irene and Tropical Storm Lee, 
the state's director of emergency management told the New York Wing Conference May 
5 that he was offering CAP a seat on the state's Emergency Operations Center. 

 
"You're part of our team," said Steven Kuhr, who headed an emergency management 
consulting firm and spent 20 years with New York City's emergency management office 
and Fire Department prior to being appointed the state OEM director six months ago by 
Gov. Andrew Cuomo. He is also the state's deputy executive director of Homeland 
Security and Emergency Services. 

 



Since recently meeting with Wing Commander Col. Jack Ozer, he said he already called 
on CAP aircrews to perform six wildfire missions for the Department of Environmental 
Conservation. 
 
"That's an example of the very aggressive way we're planning to use the Civil Air Patrol." 
 
Kuhr noted that he had Colonel Ozer (of Seldon) and Wing Emergency Services Director 
Maj. Darren Cioffi (of Centereach) give a capability briefing to key players involved in 
the Emergency Operations Center (among them, National Guard, State Police, state duty 
officers, Department of Environmental Conservation, Department of Transportation and 
fire officials). He said he was interested in getting CAP involved in more than just air 
operations, in such areas as human services and communications. 
 
He said Emergency Management was taking a "leaning forward posture," building up 
regional capabilities to better respond to disasters in any part of the state. He wants CAP 
to "lean forward" in supporting state and county agencies, and will invite NY Wing to 
attend regional briefings with county emergency management people. "It's very valuable 
for counties to hear" about Civil Air Patrol capabilities, he said. 
 
Kuhr was the keynote speaker at the general session, held at the Fort William Henry 
Resort at Lake George.  
 
Earlier in the session Colonel Ozer declared: "It's been a great year for the wing." 
 
He cited, among other things, improved safety, increased flying hours, more funds for 
cadet orientation flights -- and meetings with New York State homeland security and 
emergency management officials. 
 
"The State of New York wants not only our planes…They want everybody."  
 
After the wing's aerial damage assessments and human services support in the wake of 
Hurricane Irene, Colonel Ozer said he kept hearing one word from the state and Red 
Cross -- "Wow!" 
 
He announced that 111 officers and cadets were receiving disaster relief awards and 
ribbons for their Hurricane Irene response. 
 
Other major awards were announced at the general session, with the cadets of the year 
and senior member of the year presented at the evening banquet. 
 
Cadet Maj. Benjamin Tartter of Wappinger Falls is Cadet of the Year, and Cadet Master 
Sgt. (now C/2nd Lt.) Jack O'Brien of Groton on Hudson is Cadet NCO of the Year.  
 
Finger Lakes Group (Rochester area), commanded by Lt. Col. Charles Miller of Perry. 
received the Group of the Year Award.  
 



Maj. Manousos Corcacas of Islip Terrace was named Senior Member of the Year, and Lt. 
Col. Ellen Hirsch of Medford was named Wing Staff Officer of the Year. 
 
Other top awards: 
-- Senior Chaplain of the Year: Capt. Thomas LeBeau of Lancaster. 
-- Squadron Chaplain of the Year: Capt. Andrew Hart of Huntington. 
-- Character Development Instructor of the Year: Capt. Theresa Anderson of Castleton. 
-- Cadet Program Officer of the Year: Maj. Earl Holdren of Fulton. 
-- Most Cadet Orientation Flights: Finger Lakes Group (Rochester area), commanded by 
Lt. Col. Charles Miller of Perry. 
-- Communicator of the Year: Maj. Virgil Montavon of Albany. 
-- Outstanding Emergency Services Program: Mid-Eastern Group (Albany/Plattsburgh 
area), commanded by Lt. Col. Sean Neal of Freehold. 
-- Check Pilot of the Year: Lt. Col. Jacques Heinrich of Selden. 
-- Aerospace Education Officer of the Year: Lt. Col. Wilfred Mackey of Huntington. 
-- Inspector of the Year: Lt. Col. Mark Caiello of Syracuse. 
-- Public Affairs Officer of the Year: Capt. Janet Celia-Antonacci of Ossining. 
-- Safety Officer of the Year: First Lt. Nicholas Willard of Freehold. 
-- Counter Drug Officers of the Year: South Central Group (Ithaca/Binghamton/Elmira 
area), commanded by Lt. Col. James Strickland of Apalachin. 
-- Drug Demand Reduction Officer of the Year: Capt. Louis Morgan of Brooklyn. 
-- Legislative Officer of the Year: Lt. Col. Lawrence Brinker of Binghamton. 
-- Logistics Officer of the Year: Lt. Col. Daniel Brodsky of Clay. 
-- Historian of the Year: Maj. Susan Neal of Freehold. 
-- Squadron of Distinction: Long Island's Leroy R. Grumman Cadet Squadron (NY-153). 
commanded by Maj. James Ridley Sr. of Holtsville. 
-- Professional Development Officer of the Year: Capt. Robert Ormsbee of Lowville. 
-- Aviation Excellence Trophy: South Central Group (Ithaca/Binghamton/Elmira area), 
commanded by Lt. Col. James Strickland of Apalachin. 
-- National Squadron of Merit Certificate: Rochester Composite Squadron (NY-273), 
commanded by Maj. Laurie Rocco of Webster. 
 
The Civil Air Patrol is the search-and-rescue, emergency services, aerospace education 
and cadet mentoring Auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force. 
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Dubbing themselves the South Eastern Group Choir, 68-year member Col. Johnnie 
Pantanelli, Group Commander Maj. Sharon Brana and Wing Chief of Staff Lt. Col. 



Lawrence Model helped kick off the NY Wing Conference with a rendition of the 
National Anthem.  
 

  
At the NY Wing Conference, Cadet Tech. Sgt. Alex Tyrrell of F.R. Sussey Composite 
Squadron (NY-408) tried out flying a jet fighter in a flight simulator built by Syracuse 
Cadet Squadron (NY-135). 
 

  
Air Force Colonels Chris Kreig (left) and Sam Bellia pow-wow with New York State 
Emergency Management Director Steven Kuhr following Kuhr's keynote talk at the New 
York Wing Conference. Colonels Kreig and Bellia are First Air Force Emergency 
Preparedness Liaison Officers (EPLO) to FEMA Region 2 and New York, respectively. 
 


