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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

Northeast Region Responds to FEMA’s Request for Hurricane Search and Rescue Support 

FEMA RRCC, Maynard, Mass. — The Northeast Region (NER) of the Civil Air Patrol, 
the U.S. Air Force Auxiliary, was called upon this past week by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) to assist in potential search and rescue (SAR) operations 
and damage assessment of the impending arrival of Hurricane Earl later in the week.  In 
answering the call, the NER placed all wings on alert and deployed Maj Paul Ghiron, its 
Director of Emergency Services to FEMA’s Regional Response Coordination Center 
(RRCC) located in Maynard, MA as its Liaison Officer. 
 
Major Ghiron’s mission was to act as CAPs representative to FEMA and assist in 
coordinating all CAP activity needed in support of the on-going emergency services (E/S) 
operations.  CAP joined other E/S agencies such as the U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. Army,  
FAA, Border Patrol, Urban Search & Rescue and others at the RRCC.  Ghiron arrived 
early Thursday morning and after being briefed on the situation was tasked by FEMA with 
a majority of air operations which included SAR and damage assessment over the islands 
of Martha’s Vineyard, Nantucket and Cape Cod, at this time Hurricane Earl was projected 
as a category 4 hurricane whose path would take it directly over Nantucket island. 
 
Maj Ghiron mobilized multiple NER Wings including Massachusetts, New Hampshire, 
Maine, Vermont, Rhode Island, Connecticut and New York and within hours over 30 
aircraft and aircrews were prepared to answer the call.  CAP was tasked with multiple 
mission assignments including both pre and post hurricane assessment of potential damage 
locations, local airports, ferry terminals, infrastructure such as bridges and roads over all 
of the potentially affected areas.  In addition, post photographic assessment using CAP’s 
ARCHER system an advanced hyperspectral imaging (HSI) system using a panchromatic 
high-resolution imaging (HRI) camera’s was to be used in support of requests from the 
Geospatial Information Services (GIS) units.  At that time Maj Ghiron assumed the position of 
Incident Commander for all of CAP North East Region assets until such time as he could 
pass specific tasked mission assignments off to individual states.  He held that position 
until late Thursday evening and when he transferred the first sortie task assignments to 



Maj Mike Heath of the Connecticut Wing to implement CAP tasking to flying Urban 
Search and Rescue Team leaders into the projected disaster areas as part of the pre 
hurricane landfall planning. 
 
On Friday morning two aircraft from the New York based out of Rochester and Rome and 
two from Connecticut based out of Danbury along with their aircrews reported to 
Westover Air Reserve Base where team leaders were waiting.  Two aircraft from Rhode 
Island picked up team leaders in Providence and flew over the islands taking many 
photographs Friday morning, by this time the path of the hurricane took it out over the 
Atlantic Ocean and the storm was downgraded to a category 2 hurricane.   
 
A disaster was averted but the Northeast Region of the Civil Air Patrol was prepared.  “I 
am really proud of our personnel” commented Maj Ghiron, “this is where all our training 
and preparedness pays off.  With less than 24 hours notice we had multiple wings, over 30 
aircraft and crews as well as ground team personnel available and waiting for the call to 
serve”  Ghiron said adding “this fact makes CAP uniquely prepared to handle situations 
such as this.”  In all, CAP flew only eleven sorties but was prepared to fly many more in 
support of FEMA and other emergency service organizations when needed. 
 
Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization 
with 59,000 members nationwide. CAP, in its Air Force auxiliary role, performs 90 
percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force 
Rescue Coordination Center and was credited by the AFRCC with saving 72 lives in fiscal 
year 2009. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counter-drug 
missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading 
role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to the more than 24,000 young people 
currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for 
America for 68 years. For more information on CAP, please visit 
www.gocivilairpatrol.com. 
 
On the Web: www.ner.cap.gov 
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