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NY Senate Pays Tribute to Squadron and CAP 
NY Wing Leaders Meet with State Senators 
After Cadets Provide Color Guard for Senate 
 
ALBANY, NY -- New York Wing leaders and cadets had a busy day at the New York 
State Capitol in Albany in January, providing the color guard for the opening of the State 
Senate's 2012 session, bringing the Civil Air Patrol's capabilities to the attention of four 
state senators, and inducting one senator into the wing's Legislative Squadron.  
 
They met with Senators Greg Ball (R-C-40th Dist.), John J. Flanagan (R-C-IP-2nd Dist.), 
Owen H. Johnson (R-C-IP-4th Dist.) and James L. Seward (R-C-IP-51st Dist.) after 
cadets from Long Island Group's Colonel Francis S. Gabreski Cadet Squadron presented 
the colors in the Senate Chamber. The senate also passed a resolution paying tribute to 
the squadron and commending CAP for its aerospace education, emergency services, and 
cadet programs that "ensure our youth receive the finest leadership training our nation has 
to offer." 
 
Noted Senator Flanagan: "These young men and women are all future leaders of our state 
and our nation." 



 
Wing Commander Col. Jack Ozer welcomed Senator Ball into the Legislative Squadron, 
bestowing on him the honorary rank of major. Senator Ball is chair of the Senate 
Committee on Veterans, Homeland Security and Military Affairs, and is one of only two 
state senators appointed to Governor Andrew Cuomo’s Savings and Government 
Efficiency (SAGE) Committee. Senator Flanagan chairs the Senate Standing Committee 
on Education, and serves on the Senate Committee on Veterans, Homeland Security and 
Military Affairs. Senator.Johnson is vice chair of the Senate Finance Committee and 
senior assistant senate majority leader. Senator Seward, assistant majority leader on 
conference operations, has served in a number of leadership roles, including chairing 
energy and insurance committees, and chairing Senate Task Forces on Voluntary 
Emergency Services, and State and Local Emergency Preparedness. 
 
Colonel Ozer told senators he hoped "to formalize our working relationship with New 
York State so that our assets -- which include 14 single-engine aircraft, 20 vehicles, a 
state-wide communications net, and thousands of volunteers -- can be effectively 
deployed on state support missions." 
 
Colonel Ozer, Wing Vice Commander Lt. Col. Tom Carello, Wing Government 
Relations Advisor Lt. Col. Andy Liddle, and Government Relations Assistant Advisors  
Lt. Col. Lawrence Brinker and Lt. Col. Gerald Marketos briefed the senators on New 
York Wing's capabilities.  
 
With nearly 2,600 members in 74 squadrons spread across the state, they noted that 
aircrews logged some 2,463 flying hours in 2011 and that air and ground teams were 
involved in search-and-rescue missions, training exercises, homeland security tasks such 
as fighter intercept missions and military support for the state Air National Guard, 
weather damage assessment in cooperation with state agencies and disaster relief 
missions associated with Hurricane Irene and flooding in the state's Southern Tier. Last 
year wing members contributed over 1,500 volunteer hours assisting the Red Cross in the 
Albany, NY area alone. "In addition," Colonel Ozer said, "we estimate that CAP 
activities in New York have an economic impact of over $15 million annually to the 
state's economy." 
 
The Gabreski Squadron contingent included: Capt Dennis Woytowitz, Capt Debbie 
Woytowitz,, C/2d Lt Alex Woytowitz, C/SMSgt Theresa Nelson, C/TSgt Lauren 
Lindgren, C/CMSgt Aysha Ozyilmaz, C/SSgt Thor Hawrey, C/SSgt Edward Nelson, 
C/A1C Megan Hawrey, C/CMSgt Paul Dowty, C/A1C Peter Tsakonas 
 
After the visits, Colonel Ozer followed up with letters of gratitude for the senators' "most 
gracious hospitality" and presented each of them with a Certificate of Appreciation "in 
recognition of outstanding assistance to the Civil Air Patrol." 
 
###  



 

 
NY State Senator Owen H. Johnson spent time chatting with members of the Colonel 
Francis S. Gabreski Cadet Squadron after the squadron's color guard presented the colors 
at the 2012 opening session of the New York State Senate in Albany on January 9.  From 
left: Sen. Johnson, C/A1C Megan Hawrey, C/SSgt Thor Hawrey, C/A1C Peter Tsakonas, 
C/CMSgt Paul Dowty. 
 
 
 

 
New York State Senator Greg Ball, center, posed with wing members and the Gabreski 
Cadet Squadron Color Guard before being inducted into the New York Wing Legislative 
Squadron. From left: Wing Commander Col Jack Ozer, Capt Dennis Woytowitz, C/2d Lt 
Alex Woytowitz, C/SMSgt Theresa Nelson, Sen. Ball, C/TSgt Lauren Lindgren, 
C/CMSgt Aysha Ozyilmaz, and Wing Vice Commander Lt Col Tom Carello 
 
 



 
The Colonel Francis S. Gabreski Cadet Squadron Color Guard marches into the New 
York State Senate Chamber in Albany to present the colors for that legislative body's 
2012 opening session. The cadets are, from left: C/2d Lt Alex Woytowitz, C/SMSgt 
Theresa Nelson, C/TSgt Lauren Lindgren and C/CMSgt Aysha Ozyilmaz. 
  

 
New York State Senator John J. Flanagan, right, posed with members of the Grabeski 
Cadet Squadron in the Senate Chamber. From left: C/SSgt Edward Nelson, C/A1C 
Megan Hawrey, C/SSgt Thor Hawrey, C/A1C Peter Tsakonas, C/CMSgt Paul Dowty, 
C/2d Lt Alex Woytowitz, C/TSgt Lauren Lindgren, Capt Debbie Woytowitz, Capt 
Dennis Woytowitz, Senator Flanagan. 
 

 
New York State Senator James L. Seward, right, posed with members of the Grabeski 
Cadet Squadron in the Senate Chamber. From left: C/SSgt Edward Nelson, C/A1C 
Megan Hawrey, C/SSgt Thor Hawrey, C/A1C Peter Tsakonas, C/CMSgt Paul Dowty, 
C/2d Lt Alex Woytowitz, C/TSgt Lauren Lindgren, Capt Debbie Woytowitz, Capt 
Dennis Woytowitz, Senator Seward. 
 
 


